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implicit m the particular moment Such a technique is often
almost forced, as with the fiist entry of Antony with Cleo-
patra But even this is sometimes distorted, with no play of
pageantry or dignified centrahty for the two protagonists
This quality of the significant moment, continual in Shake-
speare, can often be greatly forwarded by careful arrange-
ment  You can often suggest additional imphcit signifi-
cances where the text at first sight gives you little help
Usually we find fertile instances in the text dehbeialeiy
killed in production Romeo's '0, I am fortune's fool' has
been given no particular emphasis and drowned m other
noises^ and Macduff's 'Wherefore did you so?' spoken with-
out challenge in either position or utteiance At every mo-
ment the production itself should seem aware of the whole
play's meaning
Production should embody the quality of the text in other
ways also Shakespeare's writing vanes widely from pure
colloquialism to elaborate poetic dignity Othello provides
an excellent example Othello's meeting with Desdemona at
Cyprus is something of high romantic fervour and the
poetry swells out with symbolic suggestions of a particular
kind The use of guns here is most important, You see the
happy warnor, victorious over man and tempestuous seas,
stepping from hard warrior-triumph to the peace of a
radiant love This follows a dialogue of pure colloquialism
between lago and Desdemona A change must be appai enU*
Othello's entry will be rich in glamour, piobably ccntial
and raised, the general effect a tableau In a recent produc-
tion Othello and Desdemona met in what looked like an in*
tenor, with no implied jsuggestion in the action of any war-
like excitement or thunderous triumph, no thought of
battlements frowning over a tempestuous sea There was no
f crowd pageantry - which you can, of course, get with quite
a few actors - no interpretation of the peculiar quality of
the scene The protagonists met as two lovers might meet
anywhere Nor was there anything particularly striking m
Othello's dress to suggest the magnificent warrior Or w*t&